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Great, Moscow had remained Russia's social capital.
It was the winter resort of the nobility under the old
regime. Here, in the section of Moscow known as
"White City," the large landowners from every part
of the country had their winter residences, luxuriously
appointed palaces to which they took their families as
soon as the harvest was over. In Moscow the whole of
the long Russian winter was to them merely a "social

season."

Moscow, too, was the Latin Quarter of the mer-
chant class under the Czars. It was known from one
end of Russia to the other as a city where all restraint
ceases. Moscow's fashionable restaurants never opened
before noon. The day did not properly begin till about
6 P.M. and people did not retire before four or five
in the morning. Its hotels were famous for the orgies
which were staged in them. The public bath houses of
the city rivaled those of ancient Rome in their elegance
and abandon. The sexes mingled freely in them.
All sorts of religiously erotic cults flourished in the
"sacred city," as Moscow was popularly called and
peasants who were reputed to be in possession of
supernatural and divine powers became the favorites
of ladies of the highest caste. Seers, monks and holy
men of the type of Gregory Rasputin mingled in pas-
sionate seances with famed gypsy dancers and titled
courtesans.
The Bolshevist regime has made an end of the noble
and merchant classes of Holy Russia and of the orgies